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AUKE HAAGSMA 
Auke Haagsma is currently holding the post of First Secretary for Legal Affairs 
in the Washington Delegation of the Commission of the European Communities in 
Washington, D.C. 
He was born in 1949 in Leeuwarden, in the Netherlands, where he was also educated. 
He took a degree in law at the State University at Groningen and then followed 
post-graduate courses in European and International Law at the College of Europe in 
Bruges, Belgium. 
Mr. Haagsma has been an official of the Commission of the European Communities 
since 1976, where he was employed in the Legal Service until he took his post in 
Washington. As a member of the Legal Service he was responsible for matters 
relating to environmental and consumer protection policy, transport, free circula-
tion of goods, harmonisation of legislation and institutional affairs. 
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